Soc 3155, Quantitative Research Methods and Analysis, Spring 2012 (MAAHS)
Guidelines for Data Analysis Project
I.  Overview

A. As stated in the syllabus, this project is worth 20% of your total grade.  

Recognize that this is the same weight as an exam. 


B. The project is Due on Friday, May 11.

Late projects will result in substantial point deductions.  

C. The purpose of this project is for you to demonstrate your ability to conduct a 


statistical analysis and report the results in an academic format.  Additionally, it is

 an opportunity to demonstrate how statistic fits with the rest of the research 

process.
· You will write a short research paper that includes all of the elements of a research manuscript, including an introduction, literature review, methodology, analysis, and conclusion.  

· The point of this project is not to write the seminal paper in the research area you choose. The point is to demonstrate your ability to complete each section properly.  Thus, the literature review will not be exhaustive, and the analysis should be limited to only a couple (or few) variables. 

II.  Specifics

A.  Page length and format 

1. The text of the proposal may be a maximum of 9 pages
· Double spaced

· 12 point, Times New Roman font

· 1” margins for top, bottom, left and right

B.  You must properly cite all of your sources.  Use APA format, and include a reference page.  

II. Type of research


A.  This is empirical research—in other words, some “observation” of the real 

world must be conducted.  Given our limited timeframe, I expect that students 


will use data collected by someone else (e.g., secondary data).
· I strongly encourage students to use the General Social Survey that we have used in class.  The GSS web site has decades of data and many more variables than those included in our class data set.  Further, the data and methodology are explicitly described, and downloading the data is free and easy.  Otherwise, you may use any data set you can get from ICPSR.  

B.  The research must analyze, at a minimum, the relationship between two 


variables.  The analysis must involve a minimum of one significance test and one 


measure of association. 
III. Required elements—all research proposals must have:

A. Introduction

· As the term “introduction” suggests, this section should introduce the research topic and generally define the issue to be covered. The end of the introduction should contain a sentence or two that describes (generally) what this paper examines. For this paper, the introduction should not exceed 1.5 pages.

B.  Literature Review

· A literature review is literally a review of the relevant literature on your topic.  What has past research found?  Are you replicating something from past research studies, or are you addressing an area of the literature that hasn’t been covered? If you are testing a theory, you should briefly describe the theory.  For this paper, the literature review should not exceed 2.5 pages. 
· I expect the literature review to contain scientific literature.  Including stuff from “general” web sites or magazines is fine to broadly define your area of study, but you must also include/describe/cover the scientific literature.  This literature is typically found in periodicals (academic journals) and also in books.   You must have a minimum of three peer reviewed journal articles in your literature review.
· Avoid writing the literature review as a “blow by blow” description of each journal article you find.  Make an effort to integrate the articles into a narrative. For instance, you can talk about what the research finds in general and use the articles as specific examples.  
· At the end of your literature review, you should identify your research question(s).  That is, given what you reviewed, what specifically are you going to study, and what do you expect to find?  You can do this more (e.g., “Research question #1….”) or less explicitly.  

C.  Research Methods

· This section explains how you will attempt to answer your research question.  That is, what how will obtain your “observations.”   Note that your research methods should make sense in light of your research questions.  For this paper, this section should not exceed 2 pages.  Most research methods sections are further divided as follows:

· Data—what is the sample, where did it come from, N, etc. As noted earlier, if you use the GSS, this information is readily available. 
· Measures—explicit statements regarding how you will measure your dependent and independent variables

D. Analysis 

· Here you present your analyses.  Results should be reported in tables (if necessary) that are consistent with a research report.  Do not just “cut and paste” from SPSS into your document.  Tables look much better when you create them in a word processing program. Tables or figures (e.g., a chart or graph) should be properly labeled (e.g., Table 1, or Figure 1).  For this paper, this section should not exceed 2 pages. 
E. Conclusion

· Summarize your findings.  Did your results support your research hypothesis?  What are the limitations of your research?  What might future researchers explore? For this paper, the conclusion should not exceed 1 page.
IV. General Thoughts

· The page guidelines above are suggestions to make sure you cover all of the sections adequately.  Since each topic/paper is different, it may be necessary to stray a bit from the suggested section page lengths.  

· Use section sub-headings to break up your text. Each major element in the paper should have a heading centered and using all caps (e.g., INTRODUCTION, or LITERATURE REVIEW). Sub headings should be bolded and not centered (e.g., left justified).  Subheadings under METHODS, for example, should include Data, and Measures. 
· Do not have one paragraph that runs the length of a page.

· Avoid using “I” or “you” in the text (personal pronouns generally)

· DO NOT PLAGARISE 

V.  If you are unsure about whether you are doing this paper correctly, please come and see me during my office hours, and/or ask questions via email.  Please provide a reasonable amount of time for me to consider your questions/problems/papers.  In other words, do not email the day before it is due asking me to look the paper over in its entirety. 
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